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President’s Message 

Salon Jury 

Brien Cohn 

President, 

Vigex Committee of Management 

I would like to start by thanking all those who have made this 2017 Vigex Print Salon possible – the judges,      
sponsors, helpers, Friends of Vigex, committee members and entrants. Once again the images accepted into the 
exhibition were of a very high standard. The judges’ comments on the following pages say a lot more about the 
quality of the prints which were submitted. 

The salon received 1602 entries from 149 entrants in 23 countries. Of these 465 entries were accepted into the exhibition.                      
This year we teamed with Maitland International Salon of Photography, allowing Maitland entrants to have their work sent on to Vigex. 
This proved popular, with a quarter of entrants nominating this option. 

Preparation for this year’s salon has been particularly challenging after mould was discovered recently in the historic buildings where 
Vigex is based. As a result the Vigex store rooms and work rooms became unusable and will remain unavailable to us until well after the 
work of this salon is over. We have had to store equipment and prints in members’ homes, where most of the salon preparation work has 
been done. 

The mould problem also caused us to lose the use of the ballroom which we had booked for the exhibition. After an extended search for 
another suitable venue at relatively short notice we were very thankful to Sacred Heart College in Newtown, Geelong, for allowing us to 
exhibit in the Cranbourne Gallery at the school.   

I am sure visitors will enjoy the exhibition of top work in the gallery.   Note that the exhibition this year will be shorter than planned,     
being presented on 1st and 2nd of July. 

Next year Vigex will present an electronic image salon followed in 2019 by our next print salon. We thank all our entrants for their       
participation and look forward to ongoing support in both print and electronic image formats for many years to come.  

 

Brien Cohn AFIAP AAPS 

Name Qualifications/Honours State Monochrome 
Open 

Colour 
Open 

Nature Creative 

Colour 

Photo  

Travel 

People 

Phillipa Alexander EFIAP/g MPSA TAS X  X X   

Bronwen Casey EFIAP MAPS VIC X  X X   

Bert Hoveling EFIAP FAPS HonFAPS SSAPS 
SSVAPS 

VIC  X   X X 

Hans Kawitzki EFIAP VIC     X X 

Gillian Turner Ph.D., Dip. Fine Art, 

Visual Artist/Photographer           

VIC X   X   

Jim Weatherill AAPS, SSVAPS, SSAPS VIC  X   X X 

Kim Wormald EFIAP, MAPS VIC  X X    
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Salon Jury’s Word 

Phillipa Alexander  

It was an honour to be invited to judge at the 19th VIGEX Print Salon 2017.   

The Salon which I regard as an esteemed International Print Salon in Australia was extremely well organized with a large number of volun-
teers involved in ensuring the smooth and efficient operation of the Salon throughout the judging period. 

I judged the Monochrome section.  I considered the images were generally of a high standard with the awarded images demonstrating 
mastery of light, originality, artistic skill and technical excellence.  Some of the prints which fared less well appeared to depict subject 
matter which has been seen many times before with harsh contrast levels and some appeared to be over-sharpened.  Some of the prints 
also had printing issues with colour fringing or colour casts affecting the print.   

While a smaller number of prints overall were entered in the Creative section, I considered the quality of the images to be very strong 
with some particularly interesting concepts and post-processing treatments being demonstrated in the prints.  The awarded images were 
memorable and outstanding and showcased the imagination and technical skills of the photographers.  Some of the images which ap-
peared to consist of little more than the application of an overlaid Photoshop filter were limited in their appeal.  

The Nature section included a wide variety of subjects and photographic levels of excellence.  The awarded images demonstrated strong 
story telling values in beautiful light, some with reflections or evidencing action which added interest.  Some of the images which included 
cultivated plants or domestic animals were ineligible under the FIAP and PSA Nature photography definition.  A small number of images 
also showed evidence of manipulation that may have altered the truth of the photographic statement or did not look natural contrary to 
the FIAP and PSA Nature definition. 

It was a great pleasure to view the images and I commend those who took the time to enter and support the Salon.  I congratulate the 
photographers of the awarded and accepted images. 

Bronwen Casey  

It is always an honour to be invited to judge for a prestigious and well run International Salon such as Vigex. We spent two days assessing 
wonderful images presented in physical form, that final tangible piece of photographic art, presented exactly as the       entrant intends.  

As a big advocate for print salons, it is a joy to see the medium maintained beyond the fleeting passage of images in a digital slideshow. 

It gives one the chance to stop and ponder upon an image of special interest and for a group to stand before an image in shared conversa-
tion and appreciation with other viewers. Even in the judging process at Vigex, the images are not passing through an easel, at a distance 
and at speed, but laid upon tables in excellent lighting conditions for judges to walk around. Whilst there is ultimately always a need to be 
prompt with scoring decision, there is also the ability to pause on an image for longer where warranted. This leads to sound decisions, 
careful scrutiny of images that may not meet the section rules and a true appreciation of great images and technical excellence. 

 

I would like to thank the entrants for putting forward their images for our consideration. I was delighted to judge the Monochrome,      
Creative and Nature sections. I very much enjoyed assessing the images put forward. Whilst any salon will always see a number of images 
that fall short with technical issues such as lack of sharpness, over sharpening and extremely low resolution, in general the work           
presented was of a high standard and those that were successful can feel justifiably proud. The awards process, as usual, involved some 
difficult decisions with many deserving images only just missing out. The images awarded in the Creative Section were a very broad mix of 
digital mastery and creative concept. The winning image was a unanimous decision. The idea was not a new one but the outstanding    
execution and the work to also make it a near caricature of the person saw this one take the Gold. The subtle beauty of the second     
placing, symbolic of new life and innocence was also a clear choice. The Nature winner was not a loud or dramatic action image but one 
of subtle beauty and raw nature at it’s best. It is wonderful that a great photographer was there to capture these two magnificent animals 
in a great     location with such wonderful light. The reflection was a bonus that clinched the win. There were some technically excellent 
images in this section that didn’t do as well as some might expect as there were concerns over the likely interference with the environ-
ment in which some birds live in order to get the camera in for the shot. Whilst the images and subject were untouched, removal of foli-
age  concealing them, placing them at risk to predators was not something that was encouraged by this team of judges. The monochrome 
section had many wonderful images with particular strength in people images at the awards table. Even so they were still very diverse in 
context.    The capture of mood, expression and environment in the top three images was particularly strong. 

Congratulations to all involved with this salon; the committee, helpers and most especially the entrants. I commend the Vigex 2017 to all 
as a “must see” exhibition. 
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Hans Kawitzki 
It was a pleasure to stand in as a reserve judge for the 19th VIGEX Print Salon 2017 and be asked to judge the People and Travel print  
section due to the unfortunate situation that one judge could not attend. I had judged the VIGEX Salon on two occasions before so I knew 
it was not an easy task. 
 

The judging ran smoothly and there was ample time given to judge each print on its merit. The majority of the prints in each section were 
of a high standard with different styles.  I found the Travel section very interesting as there were images showing places and cultures from 
all parts of the world, however some images showing just normal holiday snaps rather than a deeper story telling experience from the 
places visited. 
 

The people print section showed some high class studio as well as naturally taken images. Unfortunately, some images had a problem 
where the skin was over softened or the eyes were over sharpened. 
 

Many good images, in both sections, missed out on an award as it was a hard decision to pick the award winning images from the final 
selection. My congratulation goes to all the award winners and those who gained an acceptance here and you all should be pleased with 
your success. 
 

I also like to congratulate the VIGEX committee and all hard working volunteers for this smoothly run Salon.   
It was a pleasure to judge at the VIGEX Salon again. 

Bert Hoveling 

It was great pleasure and an honour to be invited to judge VIGEX 2017. Having been on the VIGEX Committee in the past for about 20 
years in various capacities, including President and Chief Print Steward, I really enjoyed the experience of the judging process. 

VIGEX has a long history, and an excellent reputation as an excellent FIAP accredited salon, and the standard of prints from a very large 
number of countries continued this year. The technical quality of the prints was outstanding, as was the creativity and compositions en-
tered by most entrants. In an age of increasing electronic imagery, it is still very refreshing to view and access outstanding prints from 
around the world. 

The quality of the prints did include a number of images with colour casts, as well as a number of distractions from the main “point of 
interest”. Some did not get their message across in the composition’s complexity. Generally, the printing standard was quite high, but a 
few were not up to international standard. Colour and printing calibration for the monitor and printer techniques are not as expensive as 
they were some years ago, and new photographers to international salons should invest in this technology. 

Salon Jury’s Word 
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Dr Gillian Turner 

Congratulations to all those who work so hard to make VIGEX happen! It was a pleasure and a privilege to be invited as part of the judging 
panel for the 2017 VIGEX Print Salon. 

The two sections I judged were Monochrome and Creative Colour, and there are some general observations I’d like to make that relate to 
both these sections. Photography is an art form that is absolutely part of contemporary art practice, and as such needs to be seen in a 
wider context of the visual arts. 

With some notable exceptions, I felt there was a reluctance to take risks, to engage with contemporary photographic practice and move 
away from imagery that is almost becoming cliché in salons around the world.  

Technically, many of the entries were of a high standard and there were some extraordinary images that showed sensitivity and strong 
social awareness.  

At this level of photographic competition, I would expect to see individual style and mastery of technique that allows the maker to       
explore new ideas, new perspectives and make new statements through the photographic process. Some photographers demonstrated 
this with subtle and beautiful narratives underpinning skillfully crafted artworks. 

 

Monochrome: The range of subject matter in this section was excellent and included a range of images that also explored altered    
reality as the visual intent.  A number of portraits, social documentary and landscape images demonstrated mastery of technique and the 
ability to capture mood, and I commend all entrants who have received awards. 

 

Creative Colour is an exciting section to judge because the image-maker is being invited to take more risks and challenge not only their 
own thinking but also that of the viewer.  Creative Colour is not only about using digital techniques, but can be about the possibilities of 
changing the actual photographic surface.  

This is the only section in the salon where the perfection of surface can be challenged. Altering the reality of a traditional photographic 
image introduces an immediate visual response to unexpected and changed texture. The impact of working in such way offers exciting 
possibilities. When a strong photographic image underpins new techniques of surface treatment – abrasion, application of metal leaf, or 
collage, new ways of seeing come into play greatly enriching our understanding of the power of photography as an art form.  

 

There were some entrants who responded in exciting ways by exploring a sense of contradiction, asking the viewer to question and     
consider other possibilities.   

I congratulate and thank all the award winners who took risks and created imaginative, thought-provoking imagery. 

Salon Jury’s Word 

Jim Weatherill 

It was an honour to be invited to be a member of the judging panel for the 2017 VIGEX International Salon.  Print salons are not easy to 
arrange these days – the cost and issues involved with getting the prints to the venue on time and in good condition is a challenge.         
Yet there is nothing more satisfying than viewing a quality print exhibition, and I certainly hope that prints salons will continue, for I     
believe they are the best way to make our art, the art of photography, accessible to the public. 

I commend the entrants in this year’s VIGEX – the quality of the work was very pleasing. There are always a few entrants who find the 
standard required for an International Salon a challenge, but the vast majority of work submitted was of high standard.  

I was a member of the panels that judged Open Colour, People and Photo Travel categories. The variety of subject matter and the quality 
of work made the task of judging these sections a pleasure.  

My congratulations to the committee and volunteers whose hard work and commitment meant that the judging weekend ran without 
problems.  But it is the images provided by the entrants that will make the exhibition the success it will undoubtedly be. Without their 
quality images there is no exhibition, so thank you to the all the entrants for providing a wonderful selection of images for the judging 
panels to consider, and congratulations to all who gained acceptances and awards. 
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Photo: Gerry van der Meer 

Salon Jury with the six section winners.  

l to r Jim Weatherill, Gillian Turner, Bert Hoveling, Hans Kawitzki, Phillipa Alexander, Bronwen Casey,                    
Kim Wormald. 

Kim Wormald 

It was a privilege to be invited to judge the Open and Nature categories at VIGEX International Print Salon. Images were displayed on  
tables in excellent lighting conditions and I would like to thank the VIGEX team for the significant effort involved in a set up that enabled 
judges to view images for as long as required. 

 

Many images were outstanding, with immediate impact and a strong sense of story. The subject matter was varied and often fascinating 
and thought-provoking. The nature of photography means that judges may differ in their appreciation of images so entrants should not 
necessarily feel discouraged if they had hoped for more success in the salon. However, there were times when an image could have been 
significantly strengthened by something as simple as a different crop, optimum sharpness or the reduction of distracting highlights.           
It takes time and expense to enter a print salon so I offer my warmest congratulations to all entrants, especially those whose magnificent 
images received acceptances and awards.  

Salon Jury’s Word 
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”Seeking Solace” 

Bill Power EFIAP-b 

Ireland 

PSA Gold Medal—Best in Section  
and Champion Monochrome 
Print of the exhbition 

Monochrome Open 

“Shadows of a Past” 

Bill Power EFIAP-b 

Ireland 

FIAP Gold Medal 
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Monochrome Open 

“All My Might” 

Tsun Ip Patrick Chow  

Hong Kong 

VIGEX Gold Medal 

 

“The James Dean Look” 

Fred King  

Australia 

FIAP HM Ribbon 
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“Strive to Win” 

Tsun Ip Patrick Chow 

Hong Kong 

FIAP HM 

“Bonnie Belle” 

Janet Rogerson EFIAP, MAPS 

Australia 

Merit 

Monochrome Open 
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Monochrome Open 

“Little Mt Ida” 

Violet Wilson GMAPS, EFIAP-b 

Australia 

Merit 

“To the Rice Paddy” 

Francis King MPSA, AFIAP 

Canada 

Merit 
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Monochrome Open 

“Passing Encounters” 

Holger Goehler 

Germany 

Merit 

“Cooking” 

Chi Wai Siu 

Hong Kong 

Merit 
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